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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, February 19, 2019 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri was held on 

Monday, February 19, 2019, at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall Council Chambers, 1330 South Big Bend 

Boulevard.  The meeting was opened with The Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were Mayor Jim 

Thomson, and Council Members Dan Sebben, Megan Moylan, Danny Hebenstreit, Rick Vilcek, 

and Lisa Eppert.  Deputy Mayor Reggie Finney and Council Members Joan Provaznik and 

Ashley Metcalf were necessarily absent.  Also present were City Manager Amy Hamilton and 

City Attorney Ken Heinz.   

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a moment of silence in honor of the tragic death of Rev. Demetrius L. 

Stewart. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HEIGHTS Renovation Bids Due 

 

Mayor Thomson reminded all bids are due February 21 at 3pm for renovation of THE 

HEIGHTS. 

 

Sweetheart Dance 2019 

 

THE HEIGHTS held a great dance event last Friday night for parents and their sweethearts.  

Mayor Thomson thanked City staff for wonderful events and services such as this. 

 

Black History Month Celebration Invitation 

 

Mayor Thomson reminded all this coming Sunday, February 24 at 4pm is a Black History 

Celebration at Church of The Living God, across the street from THE HEIGHTS. 

 

St. Mary’s Hospital Parking  

 

Mayor Thomson reported last week St. Mary’s invited over 100 neighbors to the hospital for a 

presentation explaining the condition of the parking garages currently and need for temporary 

parking.   Instead of closing each garage in stages, they want to tear down the convent, build a 

surface parking lot, and close the garages to renovate the garages faster.  This plan would be 

temporary while they renovate the garages, and the parking area will be reduced once the garage 

renovation is completed. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENT’S NO. 1 

Craig Ahrens 

7476 Hoover Avenue 
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Heard about the St. Mary’s Hospital parking lot expansion on social media.  Spoke with St. 

Mary’s COO about the project.   She reassured him they want to be a good neighbor.  He 

discussed traffic flow, cut-through traffic throughout the neighborhood.  Neighbors enjoy seeing 

the green space the convent currently provides and a parking lot does not sound appealing as a 

neighbor.  He asked that neighbors be involved and have input in planning so more green space 

can be kept and lessen traffic flow from the parking lot into/out of the neighborhood.  Would like 

more interaction with St. Mary’s.  Would like a balance between cost versus community impact 

of the project. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated Mr. Ahrens will be informed of future meetings.  Mr. Vilcek asked if 

visitor parking for Allegro was mentioned.  Mrs. Moylan asked if St. Mary’s has discussed 

increased security for the new parking area. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

February 4, 2019 

 

Mr.Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the approval of the Regular Meeting 

minutes of February 4, 2019.  Moylan and Vilcek abstained.  Minutes approved by a vote of 4 

yes and 2 abstentions. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Better Together Proposal 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she had submitted a Council summary of the 30+ page initiative petition 

Better Together has submitted to the State of Missouri.  Better Together is proposing a Missouri 

Constitutional Amendment and wishes to collect signatures to get the Amendment on the 

November 2020 ballot via Initiative Petition.  Mayor Thomson stated the City Council had heard 

from Municipal League of Metro St. Louis Executive Director Pat Kelly at the last meeting, and 

may invite Better Together to come speak to the City Council at a future meeting.  Mayor 

Thomson mentioned the Better Together Town Hall meetings scheduled and Ms. Hamilton noted 

the handout provided listing those upcoming meetings and noted locations where seats are still 

available.  Mr. Vilcek stated there are numerous questions about the proposal.  He then asked if 

the local advisory board and commission appointments would come from within the municipal 

districts.  Ms. Hamilton said the proposal states the local governing body would become the 

planning commission, however, the proposal does not say from where the Metro Mayor would 

make other advisory board appointments.  Mr. Vilcek stated there were not many details in the 

proposal.  He also stated he read fire districts can be formed within the municipal districts.  Mr. 

Vilcek asked about the property tax voters have authorized for the Police and Fire Pension.   Ms. 

Hamilton stated the proposal allows for obligations to be met by a continuance of the property 

tax levies, possibly until all outstanding pension obligations are met.  Mr. Sebben stated residents 

of Richmond Heights will have significantly reduced service than what our residents enjoy now 

under this proposal.   Ms. Hamilton stated throughout the proposed Amendment it states any and 

all details, local services, regulations can be changed by the Metropolitan City, should this 

Amendment be approved.  Under this Amendment, Metropolitan City would be in control of all 

municipalities, would be the governing body of all, and all local Ordinances could be repealed 
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and replaced by the Metropolitan City.   All services, all budgetary requests of the municipal 

districts, would need approval and funding by the Metropolitan City.  Richmond Heights and 

other incorporated municipalities would no longer exist.   

 

The City of Richmond Heights fiscal note submitted to the Auditor’s Office was reviewed.  All 

sales tax revenues, under the proposed Amendment, go to the Metropolitan City, other than 

perhaps restricted revenues for a specific service allowed to continue in the municipal district.  

Such a loss in revenues would place all City Funds into a large deficit.  Mayor Thomson 

reminded all about Resolution No. 17-12, passed in 2017 opposing statewide vote on local 

matters. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

None 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

None 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5552; first reading 
Authorizing the installation of one (1)  

new fire hydrant in the 1300 block of Boland Place  

at the Residence of Boland Place development  

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 5552. 

Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5552 was presented and read. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

We are Richmond Heights Buttons 

 

Mayor Thomson displayed the buttons the City Council was wearing tonight, and offered a 

button to anyone in the City of Richmond Heights who wants one.  Each Council Member has a 

few to give out to constituents. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

Bob Pieper 

1214 Murphy Avenue 

 

Wanted to remind the City Council that four (4) responses to Better Together’s proposal have 

been filed in the State legislature.  Mr. Pieper said some one of these pieces of legislation could 

stop the Constitutional Amendment proposed.   Mr. Pieper asked the City to look into Missouri 
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House Joint Resolution 37 and take a position on this legislation to stop the Constitutional 

Amendment. 

 

Adjournment 

 

At approximately 8:15 p.m., with no further business to come before the Council, Mr.Vilcek 

moved, Mr.Hebenstreit seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

        PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

        DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL 


